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Our Philmessage is Getting Out there
Your Stuff!!!!
This month’s Advisor/ Crew Leader meeting on Monday, Novenber 18th will focus on personal equipment. It
seems like we have a whole bunch of time before we’ll need it, but in reality, the time will pass very quickly. Before we
realize it, we’ll be rushing around trying to find everything at the last minute. You can save yourself a lot of headaches and
angst by thinking about it now. There
will be a comprehensive list of specific personsl things we’ll need to make our
trek in the back country fun and
successful. To dismiss the importance of durable and sercviceable (even if it’s
not new) personal equipment is to run the risk of equipment failure which could be the difference between a great
memorable experience and just a problem plagued one!
For the most part, your stuff doesn’t necesarily have to be brand new but there are certainly pleny of opportunities to collect everything you’ll need. Start collecting things as you can and
put them away in a box and don’t use them.until you start packing to go. Show your list to everyone who
might buy you a gift for Christmas or other holidays, birthdays, a good report card, or any other Scouting or
religeous achievements awards.
Back packs are always a reason for conversation and concern. Big., bigger! Exterior frame, interior
frame! They are sterictly a matter of personal choice. Their area of contets should be about 5500 cu. in. and
should be fitted individually. Color is only important for the environment. Remember, we always consider
“Leave No Trace”. If it’s a borrowed pack, be sure to explain to the owner that it will take a beating. Check
all zippers, strings, loops, d rings, buckles, flaps, shoulder straps, grommets, and the hip strap,etc. to ensure
durability.
Boots should be purchased new and not borrowed. They must be high enough to provide ankle
support (no low cuts). They must have a steel shank inside the soul down the lentgh of the boot as to avoid twisting. a
good test to see whether or not the boot is worthy as to grab the heel with one hand and the toe with the other. Try to
twist the boot. If is resists, then it’s OK. If it twists freely, it’s a sneaker! The boots of today don’t require a long
time to break in, so they can be purchased in late April or early May. A gift certificate from Gander, Dick’s, EMS
is a good idea for purchasing the boots at a later date.
A sleeping bag must be light weight and compact. The two enemies of a hiker are wieght and bulk. We
prefer “Hollowfill” to goose down. There’s too much maintenance with goosedown and it must be kept dry.
A bag should keep you warm at about 30degrees. It rarely freezes at Philmont but the nights can be chilly. It also cools
down after a rain and sometimes it’s just better to crawl into our bags.
Your personal equipment will be the dufference! Take only what you’ll need and use all you take. There will be
numerous “Pack Sahkedowns” to see what you have and what needs to be added.

We’re Live!! Be sure to visit our web page at www.wnyscouting.org/philmont for
meeting schedules, artwork, and lots of hints on backpacking, boots, stoves and
other equipment.
Click on our logo at www.wnyscouting.org for more information
Scouting is more than an activity- it’s a way of life!”

Paul’s
Piece of Pertinant Information
and Commissioner’s Comments
Come to the
Greater Niagara Frontier Council
Scoutmaster & Ass’t. Scoutmaster
Training Courses #1, #2, #3
at: Autobon Machinery Corporation
814 Wurlitzer Dr.
North Tonawanda, NY 14120
on: Saturday, November 9th, 2013
The session will begin promptly at 8:30 AM
RSVP on line only. Any ??? call
A. J. “Army” Leonetti at 480-5567
Youth Protection Training Course
Youth Protection training is a mandatory
course that must be taken before an adult application will accepted or rechartered with the boy Scouts
of America. It’s a available on line at myscouting.org
to anyone and is also at the Scout Service Center
daily (by appointment only). It gives insight on how
to protect our children from those who would harm
them and how to protect us from harmful accusations.
Visit our website www.wnyscouting for more details or simply call your district Executive at 891-4073.

This year, as in others, it’s the time to celebrate a
holiday that has it’s origins back to the founding of our
great nation.
It’s a time to reflect on the many blessings that
we have as a free people. It’s a time to be thankful for
the many blessings we have in our families. Everyone
goes through tough times and there are heart breaks in
all of our lives. There are always the disagreements of
political, social and religious policies. But overall, we
know that when we step back and take a good look,
we can be very glad and thankful that we live here in
America.
So this year as you sit down to enjoy your
Thanksgiving dinner, take a moment with your loved ones
and reflect on your blessings and take the time to remember all those that can’t be with us and those less
fortunate than us.
Happy Thanksgiving to all of our Scouting fsmilies
and please say, “Thanks” to a veteran!!!

A Tip of our Philmont Trail Caps to:
to all of our service men and women who
serve and served to protect the freedoms
and protection we enjoy today.

Don’t forget
to Vote!
Tuesday, November 5, 2013

Philmont Hiker Hayden: What do you get when
you cross a bicycle with a chicken?
Philmont Hiker Jordan: I dunno, Hayden!
What do you get when you cross a bicycle with
a checken?
Philmont Hiker Hayden: A Hen Speed!
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Philmont Phacts

1) On what day do we vote this year?
2) When was the first Thanksgiving?
3) What was Veterans Day originally called?
2) 1621

Editor:A.J. “Army” Leonetti
891-4073/ 480-5567

army.leonetti@scouting.org

1) Tuesday, November 8th
3) “Armistice Day”

Paka’s Boys’ Life Joke of the Month
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